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In the Claims 




Please cancel Claims 1-40, 
please amend Claims 41 and 45 as follows?^ 




41. (Twice Amended) A methodf of identifying an agent which enhances the activjtyof an- ^jj^S 
JsekSetfcf al caspase or procaspase fl expr.essed in immature thymocyte^ or WacM e> vl /fj\^^ 
VMiia^or fragment thereof, wherein said caspase is necessary for apoptosis, 




comprising the steps of/ ^-^—^ 

(a) contacting the /solated caspase or procaspase./ 6rjmjict^ or fragment 
thereof, with a caspase substrate in the presence of the agent; and 

(b) identifying jnhancement of caspase or procaspase activity. 

45. (Twice Amended) A .method of enhancing [a] the activity of ^isolated caspase or 
procaspase expressed in immature thymocytes, or an active d«atke.or fragment 
thereof, wherein sa/d caspase is necessary for apoptosis, comprising contacting.said 



isolated caspase o| procaspase with an agent that enhances the activity ofth^cas^ase or 
procaspase . 



^Please add the following new claims?) 



-53 . The method of Claim 4 1 , wherein the enhanced activity results from enhanced conversion 
of procaspase to caspase. 




54. The method of Claim 4 1 , wherein the enhanced activity results from enhanced 
oligomeriza^OT$EHhe caspase. 

55. The method of Claim 41/( wherein the enhanced activity results from enhanced expression 
of procaspase or caspase. 



C 56 - 



The method of Claim 41, wherein the procaspase or caspase activity is prolonged. 



L 
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?57. The method of Claim 4 1 , wherein the procaspase or caspase activity is increased. 

58. The method of Claim 45, wherein the enhanced/fctivity results from enhanced conversion 
of procaspase to caspase. 



59. The method of Claim 45, 

oligomerization of the caspafee 



60. 





ii})the enhanced activity results from enhanced 



The method of Claim 45, wherein/the enhanced activity results from enhanced expression 
of procaspase or caspase. 

The method of Claim 45, wherein the procaspase or caspase activity is prolonged. 
The method of Claim 45; wherein the procaspase or caspase activity is increased. 




6J3 . A method of identifying an agent which enhances the activity of a caspase or procaspase 
l^pliiieTm-irninaturfitt^ocytes, or an ac tive^env^i^ gDfragment thereof, wherein 
said caspase is necessary for jJopT&siSrU^niprising the steps of: 

(a) contacting the caspase or procaspase, ormTacti^^gvaSve^ fragment thereof, 
with biotin-DEVDamk in the presence of the agent; anc 

(b) identifying enhancement of caspase or procaspase activity.- 



REMARKS 

Prior to entry of this Amendment B, Claims 41 and 45 are pending in this application. 
No claim is allowed. 

In this Amendment, Claims 41 and 45 have been amended, and new Claims 53-63 have 
been added. The amendment of the claims is for the purpose of more particularly pointing out 
the subject matter which Applicants regard as their invention, and for the purpose of expediting 
prosecution. The amendments should not be construed as agreement with or acquiescence to any 
of the pending rejections. 

Support for the amendments and new claims can be found throughout the specification, 
the claims and the figures as originally filed. Specifically, support for the amendments to Claims 



